
 

Pittsfield Press 

Nov. 17 
 
 

Nov. 22-
24 

 
Dec. 5 

 
 

Dec. 14 
 
 
 

Dec. 19 
 
 
 

Dec. 22 
 
 

Dec. 25- 
Jan. 5 

 
Jan. 15 

 
Jan. 19, 

20, 21 
 

Jan. 31 
 

Feb. 2 
 

Feb. 8 

Movie Night - Cars 3,  
6 p.m. 
 
NO SCHOOL - 
Thanksgiving break 
 
STEAM Expo (Skyline 
HS), 6-8 p.m. 
 
Family Literacy Night 
(Young 5s, K, 1st),  
6-7:30 p.m. 
 
Vocal Music Concert - 
grades 3, 4 & 5, 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Jazzistry assembly,  
2:15 p.m. 
 
Winter Break - No 
school 
 
NO SCHOOL - MLK 
 
Restaurant Night - 
Blaze Pizza 
 
Early Release, 1:29 p.m. 
 
Winter Dance - 6 p.m. 
 
Disability Awareness 

Our Mission / Nuestra misión:  
Achievement for all in a safe, nurturing setting; honoring our diversity. 

Logro para todos en un entorno seguro, de crianza; y honrar a nuestra diversidad. 

November 
2017 

www.a2schools.org/
domain/1287 

Save the Date 

All Parents Welcome 
Todos los padres Bienvenido 

Every parent is automatically a member of our low-key and 
fun PTO community. There are no dues!  Cada padre es 

automáticamente miembro de nuestro bajo llave y diversión 
organización de padres y maestros. No hay cuotas! 

 
6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 12 

 
Dinner! Childcare!  Centa, cuidado de Niños! 
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Penguin Points 
A message from principal carol Shakarian 

1

Living Our Mission Statement – Pittsfield’s 
Mission Statement is powerful in its 
simplicity:  Achievement For All in a Safe, 
Nurturing Setting. 

Elementary Reports – First of the Year – Coming Home 
on Tuesday November 21st – The first of three 
elementary report cards will come home with your 
child on Tuesday, November 21st.  This report card is a 
streamlined, easier-to-read version from the previous 
one that was multiple pages in length.  Report card 
outcomes now reflect State Mathematics and English 
Language Arts standards at each grade level. The 
condensed new format allows for ease of reading / 
understanding student status / progress. 

Preparedness Drills – We continue to practice for 
emergency situations in order to promote our safety.  
To date we have held 3 fire drills and one Lock Down / 
Evacuation Drill. We follow the ALICE protocol – 
ALERT, LOCK DOWN, INFORM, COUNTER, 
EVACUATE.  Ultimately this means that staff are told 
they may:  listen for the emerging situation, get 
students to a secure area OR evacuate, apply skills to 
distract, confuse or gain control, and evacuate.  To 
reiterate, these decisions are the responsibility of the 
adult in the area / room.  At the elementary level, we 
ask students to follow their teacher’s guidance in an 
emergency situation.   

Dressing for warmth as cooler weather approaches – 
We encourage parents to dress children in layers this 
fall-to-winter season.  The temperatures are cooler than 
the norm, and to go out-of-doors during recess, we ask 
that each child is properly clothed.  This means: a coat, 
hat, gloves and when the weather gets snowy, snow 
pants and boots (to play in the snow).  Without snow 
pants and boots, we will ask students to stay on the 
blacktop.  And without head cover, a warm coat, and 
gloves, we may ask your child to stay indoors.  To be 
clear, however, children need to get out doors and play 
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and we do our very best to provide them 
time to play out-of-doors each and every 
day. 

A clothing safety note - As the weather 
cools, students often wear various 
sweatshirts and hoodies.  Please check 
your child’s clothing to be sure that the 

hoods not have strings attached as these pose a 
potential safety hazard on playground structures.  
Similarly, lanyards should remain in a child’s 
backpack or locker and should not be worn on the 
playground.  We appreciate your attention to this 
safety matter. 

Playground Upgrade Designs – You may have 
noticed that new playground upgrade designs are 
on display right now in our lobby.  They are 
generating excitement with our students and it is 
fun to see them check out the possibilities!   The 
Pittsfield Playground Committee - made up of 
parents and teachers (with input from our 
students) - will make a final recommendation that 
then goes to the Ann Arbor Board of Education for 
final approval.  The journey continues! 

Thankful - I would like to thank all of the students, 
parents, families and staff who help make Pittsfield 
Elementary such a special place to live and learn. 
We appreciate your continued support, 
and we welcome your comments 
and suggestions about any 
aspect of our school’s operation. 

Principal Carol Shakarian 
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Family Literacy Night 
Noche de alfabetización familiar 

 

For Young 5s, Kindergarten & 1st Grade  

Students and Families 

Join us for a wonderful evening of literacy with your child! 
¡Únase a nosotros para una noche maravillosa de alfabetización con su hijo! 

(More details coming soon!) / (Más detalles en breve!) 

 

Thursday, Dec. 14th 

From 6 - 7:30pm 
In the Pittsfield Multi-Purpose Room 

Questions?  

Email Jennifer Wade (Building Literacy Expert) at wadej@aaps.k12.mi.us 

 



 
October 2017                           www.a2schools.org/domain/1287 
 

Save the Date 
Vocal Music Concert 
3rd, 4th and 5th grade 

6:30 p.m. Tues., Dec. 19 
 

At left, 3rd graders enjoy 
our new piano. Thank you 

millage voters! 
 

Special Guests Visit 
 
     On November 3rd, Mrs. Pavlik's Kindergarten 
class had Mike Onwenu, Rashan Gary and Eddie 
McDoom of the University of Michigan football team 
come and visit their classroom.  They taught the 
students a lesson about kindness and social 
justice.  Mike even read the classroom The Giving 
Tree.  The children loved having them visit the class! 

 

Benches Installed 
 
     Did you notice the 
new benches by the 
kindergarten doors? 
These were donated by 
a Pittsfield family to 
honor Ms. Babcock, a 
teacher who died in 
2016. Thanks to Matt Stone-Palmquist for staining and 
installing the benches (with assistance from Aaron Kraft). Be 
sure to check out the commemorative plaques with a photo of 
Ms. Babcock and one of her sayings: "You are special" and 
"You have all the time you need." 

Vocal Music News 

     The Fun Run is officially done 
for the year.  THANK YOU for the 
great outpouring of support.  We 
brought in $8343 ($1698 in school 
and $6645 online).  After fees and 
expenses we are netting just over 
$7,000!!  We are keeping 84% of 
what was brought in.  When you 
compare that to other fundraisers like a catalog sale 
where you only get to keep 33% - this is 
AMAZING!  The PTO originally was hoping to net 
$4000, so we have given ourselves a great extra 
cushion for the year! We are always looking for 
ways to improve our processes so if you have 
constructive suggestions to improve the Fun Run 
please reach out to the PTO.  (Photo above is of the 
students who earned lunch with the principal by 
raising $150 or more.)   

Fall Fun Run! 

Newsletter 
 

Submit a photo or short 
article to Peri at 

stonequist@gmail.com with the subject line 
“Newsletter” by the second Friday.  

Restaurant News 
     Thanks to everyone who came out for restaurant 
night at Chipotle's. We made $416. 
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     Over the last month, we have continued some 
exciting learning in Project Lead The Way. Most 
classes recently finished their engineering lessons 
and are just beginning coding. Third grade has 
finished coding and is now moving onto 
engineering. Fifth grade built robots and coded them 
to move autonomously (with minimal human 
intervention) and they're now done with PLTW. 
 
What are we doing now? 
Kindergarten - Structure and Function: Exploring 
Design 
First Grade - Animated Storytelling 
Second Grade - Grids and Games 
Third Grade - Stability and Motion: Forces and 
Interactions 
Fourth Grade - Input/Output: Computer Systems 
Fifth Grade - is now finished with PLTW 
 

Project Lead the Way 

2

The District Wide STEAM Expo is coming up! You 
will be able to see STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, math) projects from every grade 
level, from all over the district. If your child is 
interested in knowing what happens in other 
buildings or in middle school or high school, please 
come!  
 
Pittsfield will be showcasing work from our 
kindergarten module: Pushes and Pulls. If your 
kindergartener would like to come to Expo and tell 
people about what he or she made, please email Mrs. 
Van Loo - vanloos@aaps.k12.mi.us. (We can schedule 
him or her to come early in the evening.) 
 
District Wide STEAM Expo 
Skyline High School 
December 5, 2017 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 
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The PTO Needs You 
 Are you a parent/guardian/grandparent of a Pittsfield Penguin? 

Then welcome to the PTO (Parent Teacher Organization)! 

WHY 
v Make our school great! 
v Promote open 
communication. 
v Support students and staff. 
v Problem-solve and explore 
ideas to improve our 
community. 
v Sponsor fun events like 
movie nights, fall fest, etc. 
v  Raise funds for things like 
teacher grants, assemblies, 
camp, staff appreciation. 

 HOW TO GET INVOLVED 

1

v Come to a meeting on 
the 2nd Tuesday. Dinner 
at 5:30 p.m. Meeting 6-8 
p.m. Childcare. 
Discussion. Connection. 
Come when you can, as 
you can. We are CASUAL.  

2

v VOLUNTEER! 
Seriously. We are a small 
school, but we don't want 
our students missing out. 
All skills are needed. 
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v Support some of 
our fundraising efforts: 
Box Tops, Kroger 
Rewards, 
smile.amazon.com, 
Restaurant Nights, Fun 
Run, Ice Cream Social. 

https://www.a2schools.org/domain/1287 
www.facebook.com/groups/PittsfieldPTOAnnArbor/ 

Parent Guide: goo.gl/aX8iXz  
pittsfieldptogeneral@gmail.com 

 



 

 

 


